Administration of George W. Bush, 2005

I want to welcome you here. Last time you
were here, we were talking about the Olym-
pics. I told the Prime Minister I was con-
fident that the Government would make sure
the Olympics were secure. I was so confident
I sent my family. And not only did you keep
your word, my parents and my—some of my
relatives had a fabulous time in a spectacular
country.

I look forward to visiting with you on a
variety of subjects, the freedom agenda, free-
dom in the greater Middle East, the Balkans.
I look forward to talking to you about how
best we can work together to continue to
spread liberty. So I'm proud you're here, and
welcome to the United States.

Prime Minister Karamanlis. Well, it’s
my second visit with President Bush within
almost a year. And I'm happy to say that this
reflects the excellent bilateral relations we
have and, of course, our determination to
further our partnership to promote the areas
of mutual interest, the common goals we
have. And I think that it's going to be the
outcome of this meeting as well to keep
working closely in matters which are very im-
portant to both of us in both countries.

President Bush. Good man. Thank you
all.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:14 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Message on the Observance of
Cuban Independence Day, 2005
May 20, 2005

I send greetings to those celebrating the
103rd anniversary of Cuban Independence.

Freedom is the birthright of all mankind.
Leaders across the Americas understand that
the hope for peace in our world depends on
the unity of free nations. America’s contin-
ued support of democratic institutions, con-
stitutional processes, and basic liberties gives
hope and strength to those struggling in our
hemisphere to reclaim the rule of law and
their God-given rights. As we observe Cuba’s
independence today, we look forward to the
day when Cuba is free, and my Administra-
tion supports efforts to hasten that day’s com-
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ing. The tide of freedom is spreading across
the globe, and it will reach Cuban shores.
No tyrant can stand forever against the power
of liberty because the hope of freedom is
found in every heart.

This milestone is an opportunity to cele-
brate the Cuban culture and the many con-
tributions Cuban Americans have made to
the United States. By sharing your proud his-
tory with all Americans, you enrich our soci-
ety and contribute to the diversity that makes
our Nation great.

May God bless the Cuban people.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

May 14

In the morning, at Camp David, MD, the
President had an intelligence briefing.

May 15

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush returned to Washington, DC.

May 16

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

Later in the morning, the President trav-
eled to West Point, VA, where he partici-
pated in a tour of the Virginia BioDiesel re-
finery.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

May 17

In the morning, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with former Prime Min-
ister Ayad Allawi of the Iraqi Interim Gov-
ernment to thank him for his service and to



